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Veranstaltung im Rahmen der GGG Methodenwoche 2014 / 
Methodological Week 2014 

28.07. – 31.07.2014 
 
 
Titel der Veranstaltung / Title:  

Basic Principles of Qualitative Social Research 
 
Referentin / Referent / Lecturer:  

Ina Alber M.A. 
 
e-Mail: 

ina.alber@herder-institut.de 
 
Termine / Dates: 
Montag / Monday (28.07.14)  13:30 – 17:00 

Dienstag / Tuesday (29.07.14) 09:00 – 17:00 

Mittwoch / Wednesday (30.07.14) 09:00 – 17:00 

Donnerstag / Thursday (31.07.14) 09:00 – 13:00 
 
Kurzbeschreibung / Brief description: 

The workshop offers an introduction to the epistemology, methodology, and methods of 
qualitative social research. We discuss the basic principles of interpretative research 
methodology and practice, as well as the (planned) research designs of the participants. 
The workshop focuses on the desires and interests of the participants concerning the 
different strategies of collecting and analysing qualitative data, for example, qualitative 
interviews, participant observation, qualitative text and discourse analysis. Using data 
material from the participants‘ projects and other examples we apply the knowledge 
about these strategies in exercises. 
 
Zielgruppe / Target group: 

 Einsteiger & Promovierende aus naheliegenden Disziplinen / Beginners 

ODER /OR 

 Fortgeschrittene & Promovierende aus naheliegenden Disziplinen / Advanced 
learner 

 
Vortrags- und Diskussionssprache / Language: 

 Deutsch   ODER    English 
 
Teilnehmerbegrenzung / Number of participants:  12 
 



 

2 
 

Literatur / Literature: 

Atkinson, Paul (2005). Qualitative Research—Unity and Diversity [25 paragraphs]. 
Forum Qualitative Sozialforschung / Forum: Qualitative Social Research, 6(3), Art. 26, 
http://www.qualitative-research.net/index.php/fqs/article/view/4 . 
Flick, Uwe, Kardorff, Ernst von, & Steinke, Ines (2004). What is Qualitative Research? An 
Introduction to the Field. In Uwe Flick, Kardorff, Ernst von, & Ines Steinke (Eds.), A 
companion to qualitative research (pp. 3–11). London: SAGE. 
 
Leistungsnachweis / Certificate:  

Before the workshop: 
1) Read: Atkinson, Paul (2005). Qualitative Research—Unity and Diversity [25 
paragraphs]. Forum Qualitative Sozialforschung / Forum: Qualitative Social Research, 
6(3), Art. 26, http://www.qualitative-research.net/index.php/fqs/article/view/4  
Flick, Uwe, Kardorff, Ernst von, & Steinke, Ines (2004). What is Qualitative Research? An 
Introduction to the Field. In Uwe Flick, Kardorff, Ernst von, & Ines Steinke (Eds.), A 
companion to qualitative research (pp. 3–11). London: SAGE. 
(Will be provided via e-mail) 
2) Reflect on the theses presented in the papers and compare them to your own 
research design and approach 
3) Summarise your own research approach, topic of your PhD project, methodology and 
methods comparing them with the basic principles of qualitative social research 
(approx. 5-7 pages) 
4) If applicable: prepare your own data material and/ or questions after consulting Ina 
Alber until 15 July 2014 (ina.alber@herder-institut.de) 
 
During the workshop: 
- Participate actively in the discussions and group work including presentations of 
results 
 
In order to get 4 ECTS – After the workshop: 
Prepare your own memo on a research topic (details will be explained during the 
workshop) 
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